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2017 / 18 Further Abalone Quota Order and Size Limit Fisheries Notices 

I write to advise you that I have set the 2017/18 Total Allowable Commercial Catch (TACC) 
and minimum size limits for the Victorian abalone fishery after undertaking consultation in 
accordance with Section 3A of the Fisheries Act 1995.

I offer my thanks to everyone who attended the zonal TACC advisory workshop in Hastings 
and for the constructive dialogue during the forum. I would also like to convey my 
appreciation to those who provided a written submission in relation to this important matter. 
I have set the following TACCs and management arrangements for the central abalone zone: 

• the blacklip abalone TACC is 274.0 tonnes (a reduction of 6.2 tonnes from 2016/17),
subject to the conditions described below;

• the greenlip abalone TACC is 3.4 tonnes (no change from 2016/17), subject to the
conditions described below; and

• the legal minimum sizes for blacklip and greenlip abalone as specified in the attached
Fisheries Notice. Note that I have taken industry advice with regard to the blacklip
abalone size limits and have decided to continue the sizes that were in place during
the 2016/17 season.

DEDJTR and Abalone Victoria [Central Zone] (AVCZ) are committed to rebuilding abalone 
stocks in the central abalone zone. As discussed at the workshops and detailed during the 
consultation period, the 2017/18 TACC and management arrangements are subject to the 
following conditions: 

1. Industry must manage its catches within the target ranges specified for each Spatial
Management Unit (SMU). Mandatory closures will be implemented by DEDJTR when
catches reach the upper limit. DEDJTR will continue to provide weekly updates on
catch levels and a review of catches will be undertaken when the threshold levels are
reached.

SMU Lower Limit Lower Target Upper Upper Limit 

Threshold Threshold 

SHIPWRECK COAST SMU 14.8 18.0 21.2 24.4 27.6 

CAPE OTWAY SMU 44.5 48.4 52.3 52.3 60.1 

SURFCOAST SMU 2.8 3.4 4.0 4.6 5.2 

PORT PHILLIP BAY SMU 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

BACK BEACHES SMU 46.3 56.3 66.2 76.1 86.1 

FLINDERS SMU 30.0 30.0 30.0 30.0 30.0 

PHILLIP ISLAND SMU 35.4 38.6 41.7 41.7 48.0 

KILCUNDA SMU 9.9 12.0 14.1 16.2 18.3 

CAPE LIPTRAP 8.8 10.6 12.S 14.4 16.3 
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